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The approach of the world-wide Bahá'í community to the conservation and
protection of the earth's resources is based on a number of fundamental
principles derived from the Bahá'í Writings, and tonight I shall be looking at
a few of these:
Nature as A Reflection Of The Divine

Nature is held in high regard and Bahá'u'lláh Prophet-Founder of the Bahá’í
Faith states that the contemplation of nature creates an awareness of the
"signs" and "tokens" of God, and constitutes proof of His existence.
In one of his Tablets, Bahá’u’lláh says;
...whatever I behold I readily discover that it maketh Thee known unto
me, and it remindeth me of Thy signs, and of Thy tokens, and of Thy
testimonies. By Thy glory! Every time I lift up mine eyes unto Thy
heaven, I call to mind Thy highness and Thy loftiness, and Thine
incomparable glory and greatness; and every time I turn my gaze to
Thine earth, I am made to recognize the evidences of Thy power and the
tokens of Thy bounty. And when I behold the sea, I find that it speaketh
to me of Thy majesty, and of the potency of Thy might, and of Thy
sovereignty and Thy grandeur. And at whatever time I contemplate the
mountains, I am led to discover the ensigns of Thy victory and the
standards of Thine omnipotence.
Nature reflects the "names and attributes of God". It is the expression of
"God's Will ... in ... the contingent world".
As Bahá’is we believe that the relationship between mankind and his
environment is essentially a spiritual one. And indeed, the grandeur and
diversity of the natural world reflect the majesty and bounty of God.

There is a quotation in the Baha'i Writings that reads:
"NATURE IN ITS essence is the embodiment of My Name, the Maker, the
Creator.
Its manifestations are diversified by varying causes, and in this
diversity there are signs for men of discernment. Nature is God's Will and
is its expression in and through the contingent world. It is a dispensation of
Providence ordained by the Ordainer, the All-Wise."
1

A Bahá’i Perspective on Environment
A talk at Medway Inter Faith Action (MIFA) Forum – 10 March 2016
Faran Forghani

With those words, Bahá’u’lláh, Prophet-Founder of the Bahá’í Faith, outlines
the essential relationship between man and the environment. For the Bahá’ís,
therefore, there is an implicit understanding that nature is to …..

For the Bahá’ís, therefore, there is an implicit understanding that nature is to
be respected and protected as a divine trust for which we are answerable to
God.
Of course, this line of thinking and ideology is not unique to the Bahá’í Faith.
The world's religions all emphasize the fundamental connection between the
Creator and His creation.
All religions are based on revelations from
one God - a God who has successively and progressively revealed His Will
to humanity for its social and spiritual education.
In September of 1986 the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) launched
their Network on Conservation and Religion, bringing religious leaders
representing Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jews and Muslims together with
environmental leaders in Assisi, in Italy.
Each of the five religions represented there issued a declaration on nature. As
of October 1987, the Bahá’ís became the sixth major religion to join this new
alliance, and put forward the Bahá’i statement in support of the Network's
objectives.
As the most recent of God's revelations, however, the Bahá’í teachings have a
special relevance to present-day circumstances when the whole of nature is
threatened by man-made dangers ranging from the wholesale destruction of
the world's rain forests to the final nightmare of total destruction by nuclear
explosions and mishaps.
A century ago, Bahá’u’lláh proclaimed that humanity has entered a new
age. Promised by all the religious Messengers of the past, this new epoch
will ultimately bring peace and enlightenment for humanity. To reach
that point, however, humankind must first recognize its fundamental
unity — as well as the unity of God and of religion. Until there is a
general recognition of this wholeness and interdependence, humanity's
problems will only worsen.
Bahá'u'lláh expounds a world view which acknowledges that the "earth
is but one country, and mankind its citizens" and He calls for the
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promotion of "the best interests of the peoples and kindreds of the
earth".
Bahá’u’lláh wrote: "The well-being of mankind, its peace and security, are
unattainable unless and until its unity is firmly established,".

The overwhelming problems facing the environmental movement today hinge
on this point. Whatever the issue, being it the problems of ocean pollution,
the extinction of species, acid rain and deforestation — not to mention the
ultimate scourge of nuclear war, — none respect boundaries. - All require a
global approach.
While all religious traditions point to the kind of cooperation and harmony
that will be necessary to curb these threats, the religious writings of the Bahá’í
Faith also contain an explicit prescription for the kind of new world political
order that offers the only long-term solution to such problems.
'Abdu'l-Bahá draws attention to the increasing interdependence of the
world and the fact that "self- sufficiency" is no longer possible and that the
trend towards a united world will increase and will manifest itself in the form
of "unity of thought in world undertakings" and in other important realms
of existence. One critical area for unified action is preserving the resources of
the planet.
Bahá’u’lláh wrote: "That which the Lord hath ordained as the
sovereign remedy and mightiest instrument for the healing of the world is
the union of all its people in one universal Cause ...." .
Built around the idea of a world commonwealth of nations, with an
international parliament and executive to carry out its will, such a new
political order must also, according to the Bahá’í teachings, be based on
principles of economic justice, equality between the races, equal rights
for women and men and universal education.
Justice …
All these points have direct bearing on any attempt to protect the world's
environment. The issue of economic justice is an example. In many regions
of the world, the assault on rain forests and endangered species comes as the
poor, legitimately seeking a fair share of the world's wealth. They cut trees to
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create fields. They are unaware that, over the long term, they may be
irretrievably damaging rather than improving their children's chances for a
better life. Any attempt to protect nature, must, therefore, also address the
fundamental inequities between the world's rich and poor.

Equality of Men & Women
Likewise, the uplifting of women to full equality with men can help the
environmental cause by bringing a new spirit of feminine values into
decision-making about natural resources.
The scriptures of the Bahá’í Faith note that: "... man has dominated over
woman by reason of his more forceful and aggressive qualities both of body
and mind. But the balance is already shifting; force is losing its dominance,
and mental alertness, intuition and the spiritual qualities of love and
service, in which woman is strong, are gaining ascendancy. Hence the new
age will be an age less masculine and more permeated with feminine ideals
...."
Education
Education, especially an education that emphasizes Bahá’í principles of
human interdependence, is another prerequisite to the building of a global
conservation consciousness. The Faith's theology of unity and
interdependence relates specifically to environmental issues. Again, to quote
Bahá’í sacred writings:
"By nature is meant those inherent properties and necessary relations
derived from the realities of things. And these realities of things, though in
the utmost diversity, are yet intimately connected one with the other... Liken
the world of existence to the temple of man. All the organs of the human
body assist one another, therefore life continues... Likewise among the parts
of existence there is a wonderful connection and interchange of forces
which is the cause of life of the world and the continuation of these
countless phenomena."

The very fact that such principles should come with the authority of religion
and not merely from human sources, is yet another piece of the overall
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solution to our environmental troubles. The impulse behind the Assisi
declarations on nature is testimony to this idea.

There is perhaps no more powerful impetus for social change than religion.
Bahá’u’lláh said: "Religion is the greatest of all means for the establishment
of order in the world and for the peaceful contentment of all that dwell
therein." In attempting to build a new ecological ethic, the teachings of all
religious traditions can play a role in helping to inspire their followers.
The keen love and appreciation for nature that Bahá’u’lláh has shown, has
taken further the connection between the environment and the spiritual world
in Bahá’í theology.
Bahá’u’lláh has made a comparison between the
city life and the country life. He says ; "The country is the world of the
soul, the city is the world of bodies".

The Importance of Agriculture
"The fundamental basis of the community is agriculture."
It states quite clearly in the Bahá’í writings that agriculture is the most
important industry. This basic truth, which is often overlooked, is obvious
because without sufficient food we would starve. Perhaps less obvious to us
who are part of an industrial civilisation, is the fact that Agriculture is the
fundamental basis of the economics of a country.
It says in the Bahá’i writings that: "Commerce, industry, agriculture and the general affairs of the country are
all intimately linked together. If one of these suffers an abuse, the detriment
affects the mass. "
"Special regard must be paid to agriculture.... unquestionably it precedeth
the others."
The skill and care of the farmer and the horticulturist result in improvement;
"A grain of wheat, -when cultivated by the farmer, will yield a whole
harvest, and a seed, through the gardener's care, will grow into a great
tree."
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"Deprived of cultivation, the mountain slopes would be jungles and forests
without fruitful trees. The gardens bring forth fruits and flowers in
proportion to the care and tillage bestowed upon them by the gardener. "
‘Abdu'1-Bahá, the son of Bahá’u’lláh, the Founder of the Bahá’í Faith, wrote
in 1912:
"Would the agricultural methods of the ancients suffice in the twentieth
century? Transportation in the former ages was restricted to conveyance by
animals. How would it provide for human needs today? If modes of
transportation had not been transformed, the teeming millions now upon
the earth would die of starvation... How could great cities such as London
and New York subsist if dependent upon ancient means of conveyance? "
The methods of agriculture must progress, as with any other science, as
knowledge increases, but the practices must still work in harmony with nature
and the ecological systems:
"In all matters moderation is desirable. If a thing is carried to excess, it will
prove a source of evil."
Bahá’ís believe that the immediate cause of illness is an imbalance in the
component substances of the body, which allows disease to take hold. Healing
is therefore possible by eating the correct foods in order to redress the
balance. It also follows that the foods need to be pure, healthy and balanced in
the first place so as not to introduce disease or allow it to develop.
This means that methods of agriculture are of crucial importance. Bearing in
mind the above quotation on moderation, farmers departing too far from
natural processes are likely to bring unwanted side-effects. For example, the
production of new strains of plants by genetic modification or by selective
breeding, whilst gaining some advantages in the short term, may lose other
qualities or nutritious elements which are more important in the long run.
Some other causes of concern might be the regular use of chemical fertilisers
or pesticides, feeding of livestock on items which would not naturally form
part of their diet, and the routine use of antibiotics for livestock.

Kindness to Animals
Bahá’u’lláh, clearly addresses the need to protect animals. He says; "Look
not upon the creatures of God except with the eye of kindliness and of
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mercy, for Our loving providence hath pervaded all created things, and Our
grace encompassed the earth and the heavens."

Although Bahá’ís are not forbidden to eat meat, kindness to animals is given
great stress:
"...it is not only their fellow human beings that the beloved of God must
treat with mercy and compassion, rather must they show forth the utmost
loving-kindness to every living creature."

This would preclude practices such as battery farming, veal crating and other
intensive methods which cause distress to livestock. In addition, the Bahá’í
writings state that:
"The food of the future will be fruits and grains. The time will come when
meat will no longer be eaten... our natural food is that which grows out of
the ground. The people will gradually develop up to the condition of this
natural food."
Therefore Baha'is expect that agriculture will gradually change to arable
farming alone, using much less land than livestock farming to provide the
same amount of nourishment.

Financial Security
An underlying problem with the agricultural economy is the continual change
in the fortunes of farmers, depending on market forces, weather and other
factors. To help cope with this situation, the Bahá’í Writings specify a village
fund, known as the storehouse. This is a model based on a village farming
community but the principles can also be extended to towns and cities:
"To solve this problem we must begin with the farmer..... In every village
there must be established a general storehouse which will have a number of
revenues.... "
Most of the revenues are based on the use of the land. One is a graduated tax
on farmers who are in profit, another is a percentage of profits from mining or
extraction work. Those who do not work on the land will likewise pay a
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percentage of their surplus income. Local trustees will pay out from this
storehouse to those in need, including farmers during the lean years.
In essence, this financial storehouse is very different from the present
arrangements. It is a permanent and local system which emphasises the
fundamental importance of a successful agricultural economy.
This system will also operate on a regional and national level. Any surplus
from the local storehouse would be sent to a central fund, for use in less
fortunate areas. Likewise the local area would receive help from this central
fund if this became necessary.

The Future
Bahá’ís believe agriculture to be of the first importance. Its effects on the
health of the population, on the environment and on the economics of an area
are immeasurable. As with all human endeavour, it should be pursued with
high ethical values, as a service to humanity. Farmers deserve respect, help
and scientific guidance on the best way to produce healthy food or beneficial
cash crops for market. Bahá’u’lláh tells us to "Strive as much as possible
to become proficient in the science of agriculture. "
Bahá’ís foresee a future where the landscape will have changed as far fewer
animals are farmed, the maintenance of a balanced healthy environment is
paramount, the economics of farming are mastered and the general population
enjoys much better health.
For Bahá’í s the goal of existence is to carry forward an ever-advancing
civilization. Such a civilization can only be built on an earth that can
sustain itself. The Bahá’í commitment to the environment is fundamental
to our Faith.
'Abdu'l-Bahá sketches the following picture of the future state of life on earth:
The Lord of all mankind hath fashioned this human realm to be a Garden
of Eden, an earthly paradise. If, as it must, it findeth the way to harmony
and peace, to love and mutual trust, it will become a true abode of bliss, a
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place of manifold blessings and unending delights. Therein shall be
revealed the excellence of humankind, therein shall the rays of the Sun of
Truth shine forth on every hand.

This clear contrast between spirituality and materialism is a key to
understanding the plight of humankind today. In the Bahá’í view, the major
threats to our world environment, such as the threat of nuclear destruction, are
manifestations of a world-encompassing sickness of the human spirit, a
sickness that is marked by an overemphasis on material things and a selfcenteredness that inhibits our ability to work together as a global community.
The Bahá’í Faith seeks above all else to revitalize the human spirit and break
down the barriers that limit fruitful and harmonious cooperation among men
and women, whatever their national, racial or religious background.
The Bahá'í Writings envisage that the protection, exploration, and exploitation
of the earth's "unimaginably vast resources" must, inevitably, in the long
term, come under the jurisdiction of a "world federal system". Such a system,
based on recognition of the "unity of the human race", will not only exercise
"unchallengeable authority" over the earth's resources, but it will also
ensure economic and social justice.

**********
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Control Of Natural Resources
The Bahá'í Writings envisage that the protection, exploration, and
exploitation of the earth's "unimaginably vast resources" must,
inevitably, in the long term, come under the jurisdiction of a "world
federal system". Such a system, based on recognition of the "unity of
the human race", will not only exercise "unchallengeable authority"
over the earth's resources, but it will also ensure economic and social
justice.
Shoghi Effendi writes:
The unity of the human race, as envisaged by Bahá'u'lláh, implies the
establishment of a world commonwealth in which all nations, races,
creeds and classes are closely and permanently united, and in which the
autonomy of its state members and the personal freedom and initiative of
the individuals that compose them are definitely and completely
safeguarded" In such a world society, science and religion, the two most
potent forces in human life, will be reconciled, will co-operate, and will
harmoniously develop... The economic resources of the world will be
organized, its sources of raw materials will be tapped and fully utilized,
its markets will be co-ordinated and developed, and the distribution of its
products will be equitably regulated.
National rivalries, hatreds, and intrigues will cease, and racial animosity
and prejudice will be replaced by racial amity, understanding and cooperation. The causes of religious strife will be permanently removed,
economic barriers and restrictions will be completely abolished, and the
inordinate distinction between classes will be obliterated. Destitution on
the one hand, and gross accumulation of ownership on the other, will
disappear. The enormous energy dissipated and wasted on war, whether
economic or political, will be consecrated to such ends as will extend the
range of human inventions and technical development, to the increase of
the productivity of mankind, to the extermination of disease, to the
extension of scientific research, to the raising of the standard of physical
health, to the sharpening and refinement of the human brain, to the
exploitation of the unused and unsuspected resources of the planet, to the
prolongation of human life, and to the furtherance of any other agency
that can stimulate the intellectual, the moral, and spiritual life of the
entire human race.
A world federal system, ruling the whole earth and exercising
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unchallengeable authority over its unimaginably vast resources, blending
and embodying the ideals of both the East and the West, liberated from
the curse of war and its miseries, and bent on the exploitation of all the
available sources of energy on the surface of the planet, a system in which
Force is made the servant of Justice, whose life is sustained by its
universal recognition of one God and by its allegiance to one common
Revelation - such is the goal towards which humanity, impelled by the
unifying forces of life, is moving.
****

Approaches To Protecting The Environment
The conservation and protection of the environment must be addressed on
the individual and societal levels. Shoghi Effendi, in a letter written on his
behalf, states:
We cannot segregate the human heart from the environment outside us
and say that once one of these is reformed everything will be improved.
Man is organic with the world. His inner life moulds the environment
and is itself also deeply affected by it. The one acts upon the other and
every abiding change in the life of man is the result of these mutual
reactions.
No movement in the world directs its attention upon both these aspects of
human life and has full measures for their improvement, save the
teachings of Bahá'u'lláh. And this is its distinctive feature. If we desire
therefore the good of the world we should strive to spread those teachings
and also practise them in our own life. Through them will the human
heart be changed, and also our social environment provides the
atmosphere in which we can grow spiritually and reflect in full the light
of God shining through the revelation of Bahá'u'lláh.
And, with regard to the solution of the world's problems, he indicates that:
We need a change of heart, a reframing of all our conceptions and a new
orientation of our activities. The inward life of man as well as his
outward environment have to be reshaped if human salvation is to be
secured.
On a governmental level, the Universal House of Justice calls for "global
cooperation of the family of nations in devising and adopting measures
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designed to preserve the ecological balance this earth was given by its
Creator". The House of Justice asserts:
Until such time as the nations of the world understand and follow the
admonitions of Bahá'u'lláh to whole-heartedly work together in looking
after the best interests of all humankind, and unite in the search for ways
and means to meet the many environmental problems besetting our
planet, the House of Justice feels that little progress will be made towards
their solution...
The Universal House of Justice sets out the role of the individual Bahá'í
and of Bahá'í communities in relation to saving "the wildlife and natural
condition of the world" as follows:
...the best way in which you can help to save the wildlife and natural
condition of the world is to exert every effort to bring the Message of
Bahá'u'lláh to the attention of your fellow-men and to win their
allegiance to His Cause.
As the hearts of men are changed, and they begin to work in unity in the
light of Bahá'u'lláh's teachings, they can begin to implement many
practical improvements to the condition of the world. This is already
beginning in the efforts at social and economic development in those
areas where large Bahá'í communities have been founded. Of course, you
can also assist those with whom you come into contact who have an
interest in improving the environment, but the fundamental solution is
the one that Bahá'u'lláh has brought.
In addition to addressing the issue on a fundamental spiritual level,
collaboration with individuals and groups interested in improving the
environment is encouraged. The Bahá'í communities are called upon to make
the conservation of the environment an integral part of their ongoing activities
by
...assisting in endeavours to conserve the environment in ways which
blend with the rhythm of life of our community...
********
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